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LA SELVA BEACH -- As the fog cleared Sunday 
morning, the 27th annual La Selva Beach Peace 
Day commenced in the form of an interfaith 
church service, outdoor live music, a free Afghan 
meal and family-friendly activities, including 
paper-crane folding and rock-painting. 

About 50 people turned out to celebrate peace 
on the Florido Lawn, a tranquil setting behind the 
La Selva Beach Branch Library. Organized by the 
La Selvans for Peace and Justice, in collaboration 
with the La Selva Beach Community Church, this 
year's theme was, "What if, together, we labored 
for love?" 

Peace Day founder and co-organizer Sylvia 
Gerbl, a longtime La Selva Beach resident, said 
the day was founded under the simple notion 
that "one ordinary person can make a difference 
toward peace." 

Gerbl created La Selva Beach Peace Day in 1983, 
after hearing author Eleanor Coerr lecture about 
her book "Sadako and the Thousand Paper 
Cranes," the account of a terminally ill girl who 
contracted leukemia after the atomic bomb was 
dropped on Hiroshima on Aug. 6, 1945. 
Successive peace days have been held on the 
Sunday closest to that date. 

"I just couldn't contain myself when I heard that 
story," Gerbl said. "I had to do something." 

Gerbl, who taught in a nursery school, worked 
with the children under her supervision on a 
crane-folding project. The class then carried the 
cranes to the panoramic cliff at the end of Playa 

Boulevard, releasing them toward the Pacific, 
where, Gerbl 

said, "they took on a life of their own." 

"I get tears in my eyes, every time I think of it," 
Gerbl said. 

Another more recent Peace Day celebration 
involved the construction of the La Selva Beach 
Peace Monument, a tiled pyramid dedicated in 
1998 -- now located in Triangle Park. The day 
has also expanded into the interfaith worship at 
the church. 

Pastor Jane Grady said La Selva Beach Peace Day 
provides attendees with an opportunity to 
"celebrate our unity in diversity." This year, Grady 
invited guest speakers from the Jewish, Muslim 
and Baha'i faiths to the congregation, including 
Ann Miller, who has been involved with the 
Peace Day festivities as co-organizer and 
member of La Selvans for Peace and Justice for 
more than 25 years. 

Miller said the day puts an emphasis on bringing 
the community together. 

"We believe if we have peace in our community, 
it's an important step toward having peace in our 
world," she said. 



Gary Dolowich, who spoke at the church as a 
representative of the Jewish faith, later read a 
poem on peace by Pablo Neruda, then led the 
crowd in chi gong, a Chinese healing art and 
movement exercise. 

Dolowich, a La Selva Beach resident, said the 
date, marking the dropping of the bomb, was an 
important day to remember, adding that he was 
glad it took the form of a positive gathering. 

"This day makes me feel more hopeful," 
Dolowich said. "It's good for my soul. And maybe, s
omeday, we won't have to fight anymore." 

Donations were also accepted for the nonprofit 
Central Asia Institute, which provides 
community-based education and literacy 
programs in Pakistan and Afghanistan.
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